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Southeastern Regional Black Archives
Research Center and Museum

A Brief History

Since its founding in 1976, the Black Archives
Research Center and Museum continues to render
academic support to the University, the State of [
Florida and the nation. ,

In 1971, the Florida Legislature mandated the I:
creation of a repository to "serve the state by col- £
lecting and preserving source material on and about §
African Americans from ancient to present times." g
This mandate gave birth to what would become James Eaton
known as the Black Archives Research Center and
Museum, located on the campus of Florida A&M University.

Aided by a grant from the Florida Bicentennial Commission, the
Winn-Dixie Foundation and the Florida Legislature, James Eaton con-
structed in 1976 the first exhibits, using historical memorabilia from his
own family. Afterward, he petitioned the university and community
members to contribute historical material to the repository. His call
was answered by the first Black Archives donors and volunteers, who
included: Donald Hill, Frank Pinder, John F. Matheus, and a host of
other individuals and groups. Thus, the Research Center was chartered
in 1976 and was officially opened in 1977.

Expansion Plans

The acquisition of the Black Archives’ Union Bank facility is evi-
dence of the tremendous demands for services supplied by the archival
and museum programs. These two locations still do not make available
the appropriate amount of space needed to properly support the Black
Archives’ many services. Thus, there is a paramount need for a larger
research facility. As part of the solution, in 1998, U.S. Senators Connie
Mack and Bob Graham, Congresswoman Carrie Meek and
Congressman Allen Boyd successfully maneuvered a bill through
Congress that called for $3.8 million in federal funds to expand the
Black Archives into a regional museum and research center. In 2001,
these funds were matched with $2.2 million from the State of Florida.
Architectural plans have been completed, and once approved, con-
struction could possibly begin in 2002. The museum’s name has been
changed to the Southeastern Regional Black Archives  Research
Center and Museum to reflect the center’s new mission, role and scope.
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