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ALVIN HOLLINS
Assistant AD

for Communications

MICHELLE JINKS
Women's Sports

Information Director

JABARI GLAPION
Student Assistant

JEFF RUMLIN
Student Assistant

General Information
The FAMU Sports Information Office is located in

Suite 204 in The Jake Gaither Athletic Center Eastside.

Contact Numbers
-A lvin H ollins ........................................
Assistant AD for Communications
*M ichelle links ........................... .........
Assistant, Sports Information
-Sports Information Fax ,......................
SGaither Gymnasium Press Row ............

(850) 599-3200

(850) 561-2701

(850) 599-3206
(850) 599-3114

MEAC Faxback System
'The Florida A&M Sports Information Office no

longer mails weekly releases prior to each game.
*However, thanks to the Mid-Eastern Athletic

Conference, FAMU Sports Updates may be obtained
via InfoConnection's Faxback System.

*Follow the instructions below, dialing from
handset on your fax machine:

FAMU Faxback Directory
'To Access the System ...................... (770) 399-3066
*Passcode ..................... . .................... 3278
'Release/Fact Sheet* ........................................ 1408
*Updated Team Statistics ................................... 1409

e1997-98 Men's Playing Schedule ...................... 1410
*Men's Basketball Team Roster ....................... 1411
*Previous Gam e Stats ........ ..... .. . ... ... ................... 1412

[*]-NOTE: That the weekly release contains probable
starters, for both teams in addition to updated player
and coaches' bio information, in addition to game notes
and conference items..... For MEAC Codes, see page 37
of this guide.

Interview Policy
*All Interview requests must go through the Office

of Sports Information. We will make every effort to
have administrators, coaches and student-athletes
respond as soon as possible.

*If at all possible, we would like at least a 24-hour
notice on requests.

'FAMU aims to begin a weekly press briefing each
Wednesdav at 12 noon in Gaither Athletic Center, with
Coach Clayton and several key players, beginning in
January.

'Post-Game conferences will be held 10-15 minutes
after game's end in the conference room(#208) of
Gaither Athletic Center.

A Sports Information representative will be
available to coordinate interviews and direct media to
the interview areas.

SID Offic Staff eMedia liormati l
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The outlook is upbeat for Rattler Basketball
1997-98, as the Rattlers have seemingly emerged
from the long nightmare of recent years under
the patient hand of Coach Mickey Clayton.

Clayton, a 1975 graduate of FAMU, served a
35-game stint, plus two months as interim
coach, before receiving a three-year commission
in May as the permanent head coach.

A stickler for intense pressure defense and an
uptempo, transition style offense, Clayton brings
a 209-163 career coaching record at Florida
A&M, which includes a 12 1/2-year stint as the
school's women's coach (1977-90).

That the Rattlers won 10 of their last 35 games
might seem unworthy of a three-year permanent
status contract, until you consider that during
that same span, FAMU won 10 of 16 conference
games. Contrast that with a 5-36 league standard
in the previous 2 1/2 seasons (over 73 games)

! Iii'1 IhhIII1uIIII1mI

Clayton And Company Out
To Fashion A Reversal Of
Rattler Cage Fortunes
and one can see the improvement wrought by
Clayton.

As the Chicago Bulls revolve around Michael
Jordan, the Rattlers will revolve in part around
massive 7-1 senior postman Jerome James.

The personable giant from Tampa, has been
among the nation's leaders in blocked shots (238
in the last 54 games) the past two seasons and
should be the preseason choice for MEAC Player
of the Year.

James averaged 16.1 points and 9.0 rebounds
per game, upping his field goal percentage to
53.0 overall. In league play, he averaged 17.4
points and 9.2 rebounds with 88 blocked shots
(18 games) and a nifty 57.7 shooting touch.

He'll be joined in the frontcourt by 6-10 junior
center-forward Kevin George, a JUCO performer
from Massachusetts. George, 6-9 junior Herb
Woodard, 6-8 senior forward Olatunda Martin
and 6-6 junior Derrick Magee make perhaps the
biggest and deepest frontline group the Rattlers
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have had in a number of years.
The Rattler backcourt may be the most

talented and versatile a group assembled in
many years. The loss of would-be senior Guy
Walton will likely make 5-9 JUCO transfer
Willie Bullock, who played at Newberry
(Mass.) CC, the leading contender at the point.

Also in the point chase could be sophomore
Frank Oliver and freshman Morris Scott, all
youngsters who also have the versatility to
play the one or two.

The two guard spot should be loaded too
with 6-3 JUCO All-America Monroe Pippen
heading the list, along with freshman All-Dade
County Kendric Green a 6-6 swingman type,
6-3 sophomore Travis Grant, III, and 6-5 junior
Norris Fletcher all set to battle each other for
precious playing time.

For the Rattlers to improve even more
dramatically recordwise, FAMU must win on
the road. All of the Rattlers' victories last
season were in the cozy confines of Gaither
Gvmnasium ( 8-19, 8-10 in MEAC), while on
the road, FAMU has managed just two wins in
the last four years.

The schedule will again challenge
early and often, with road games at Long Beach
State (Nov. 15). Fresno State (Nov. 17).
Jacksonville (Fla.) University (Nov. 20),
Auburn (Dec. 6), Purdue (Dec. 22) and NIEAC
Champion Coppin State (Dec. 16), the upset
specialists in last year's NCAA Tournament.

FAMU has a rare home-and-home deal
in the same year with Jacksonville, playing
there November 20 and hosting the Dolphins,
December 2. The Rattlers round out the
schedule with two Division One home games
prior to Christmas, as they host Troy (Ala,)

State, Nov. 25 and Jacksonville.
In addition to serving as the host team in

the Capital City Classic, the Rattlers must also
face a full complement of 18 league games in
the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference, a league
which saw nine of the 10 teams separated by a
mere six games in the standings.

Should Coach Clayton be able to smoothly
blend his returning veterans with the high-
caliber newcomers, the Rattlers could be in
position to contend for an upper division
finish in the MEAC.

And after last year, when the Rattlers lost
two overtime road conference games, that mav
not be such a stretch since the Rattlers' 8-10
finish left them just one game out of fourth

place in the improving NIlEAC.
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Clearly the best NBA prospect from Florida A&M University since
current assistant Clemon Johnson plied his trade in the paint for the
Rattlers in the late 1970s, James has established himself as a man to
watch this season, after several impressive showings in two summer
camps....

A preseason All-Conference pick, who was named to DICK
VITALE'S "Human Eraser" Team and rated as one of the top big men
in the country, James should come into his own this season,
especially with an improved supporting cast....

Has great leaping ability, great anticipation and has developed a
more varied range of shots, both in close and from 10 feet out.... 1996-
97: James started in 26 games, with 119 blocked shots, fourth in
Division One for the second straight year...

He also showed great improvement in his shooting, boosting his
field goal percentage to 53 percent overall and 57.7 percent in
conference play.... He averaged 16.1 points (17.4 in league play) with
a 9.0 rebounding touch overall....

Was Black College All-America and first-team All-Mid-Eastern
Athletic Conference, finishing as a finalist for MEAC Player of the
Year.... He led the club in scoring 11 times and in rebounding in 17
games.... He had a season and career-high 38 points against Delaware
State (2-24-97) and 17 boards against Hampton (1-4-97)......

1995-96 (SOPHOMORE) Started all 27 games last season... Led
team in scoring (11.9) and rebounding (8.1)... Was third in NCAA with
4.4 blocks... Had a high scoring game of 27 points versus Morgan
State... Had high rebounding game of 16 versus Bethune-Cookmian...

.Zenter
al. 285 Senle

jampa, Florida
holacestil Christiou Acade
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(.....i lmnts and should come into his own this
season with maturity as a senior.... Possessed of tremendous leaping ability and
a solid shooting touch in the lane, Martin could be a force inside for the Rattlers
if he plays with consistency..... 1996-97: Started six (6) games; played in 25
overall.... Averaged 4.2 points and 3.4 rebounds per game.... Shot 42.7 percent
from the floor, averaging nearly 15 minutes per game..... 1995-96
(SOPHOMORE) Started 18 of 27 games... Shot 43.2% from the field... Shot 71%
from the free throw line... Second in blocks with 29... Led team in scoring and
rebounding versus Memphis with 12 points and 7 rebounds... Had high game of
20 points versus Coppin State... Had high game of 12 rebounds versus North
Carolina A&T... Adds frontline punch

1994-95 (FRESHMAN) Played in 24 games... Started last four games of the
vear... Shot 53.4% from the field... Averaged 3.4 points and 2.6 rebounds per

game
Martin's Greatest Hits HIGH SCHOOL: Averaged 23
Most Points: 20, vs. Coppin State, 1-22-96 points and 14.6 rebounds and 3.4

Most Rebounds: 12, vs. North Carolina A&T, block shots per game... Earned
1-29-96 Mississippi All-Star honors three

straight years... Was a Street and
Most FGM: 9, vs. Coppin State, 1-22-96 Smith High School All-America
Most FGA: 17, vs. Coppin State, 1-22-96 (1992)... A McDonald's All-
Most FTM: 7. vs. Georgia Southern. 12-16-95 America nominee... Was team
Most FTA: 8. v. s. Georgi Southrli i 12-1 -)5 IP

Total 3(;I F s
Year GP-GS Mins-Avg. FG-IFG(A P(t. FG-FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. REB-Avg. AST BS ST PTS-Avg.
1995 24- 11 379-15.8 31- 58 .534 0- 2 .000 20- 44 .455 62-6.6 11 15 10 82- 3.4
1996 27- 18 624-23.1 64- 148 .432 0- 0 .000 44- 62 .710 13 7-5.1 13 29 16 172- 6.4
1997 25- 6 367-14.7 41- 96 .427 0- 0 .000 22- 38 .579 84-3.4 7 15 7 104- 4.2
3 Yrs 76- 35 1367-18.0 136- 302 .450 0- 2 .000 86- 144 .597 283-3.7 31 59 33 358- 4.7

forward/center
.1-1 9 210 * Seeir,
lawtherne, CaliforM
Filly wells INISS11 prep-j
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This talented youngster iroiui Souitl rlorida appucrs
ready this year to deliver on some the promise he has
after battling a severe wrist injury, which required
surgery and sidelined him for 1996-97....

1995-96: Seay appeared in 11 games (5 starts),
shooting 72.2 percent from the foul line... Was a member
of the MEAC All-Rookie team.... Transferred from
Furman (S.C.) University.... HIGH SCHOOL: A three-
sport letterwinner (football, basketball, track), Seay
averaged 23.8 points, 8.9 rebounds, 4.0 assists and 4.0
steals per
game.... Was
first team All-
County and All-
State (1993-94),
Street and
Smith All-
America and
nominated for
McDonald's
All-Amueric a ....

Seav's Greatest Hits
Most Points: 20, vs. Howard, 1-18-96
Most Rebounds: 6, vs. UMES, 1-6-96
Most FGM: 6, vs. Howard, 1-18-96
Most FGA: 12, vs. Howard, 1-18-96
Most 3PtFGM: 0, vs. Three (3) Teams
Most 3PtFGA: 2, vs. Several Teams (3)
Most FTM: 8, vs. Howard, 1-18-96
Most FTA: 11. vs. Hox-nr(I 1-! 8-(

Total I Fs 31Pt FGs
Year (;P-(;S NMins-Avg. FG-FGA Pet. FG-FGA Pct. FT-FTA P(t. REB-Avg. AST HS ST PTS-Avg.
1)99) 11- 5 225-20.5 26- 69 .377 0- 6 .000 26- 36 .722 33-3. 0 5 4 13 78- 7.1
1997 2- 0 13- 6.5 0- 2 .000 0- 0 .000 1- 2 .500 1-0.5 1 0 1 1- 0.5
2 Yrs 13- 5 238-18.3 26- 71 .366 0- 6 .000 27- 38 .710 34-2.6 6 4 14 79- 6.1

1811yuld christill I
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This hardy\, determined youngster mixed it up quite nicely in the
middle, spelling Jerome James from time to time.... He quickly became
a crowd favorite in Gaither Gymnasium for his tough rebounding and
he should figure prominently in the big man's mix for the Rattlers again
this season....

1996-97: Woodard played in 23 games (4 starts) averaging 3.3
rebounds and 1.5 points per game... He shot a nifty 56 percent from the
floor... Had career high eight (8) rebounds against Alabama-
Birmingham (11-27-96).....1995-96 (FRESHMAN) Appeared in 24
games.... Had career high of 10 points versus Warner Southern... Had
career high of five rebounds versus Memphis...Will add depth to
frontcourt..... HIGH SCHOOL : Averaged 15 points, 10 rebounds, and 2

Woodard's Greatest Hits
Most Points: 10, vs. Warner Southern, 11-28-95
Most Rebounds: 13, vs. UMES, 1-11-97
Most FGM: 4, vs. Warner Southern, 11-28-95
Most FGA: 5, vs. Delaware State, 2-19-96
Most FTM: 4, vs. North Carolina A&T, 1-13-96
Most FTA: 6. vs. West Virginia, 11-25-95

blocks per game....
All County performer
(1994-95)... Member
of State semifinalist
where he was a
member of All-State
Tournament team

T'otaI l I 3Pt F( ;s
Year (;P-(;S Nins-Ax'g. FG-FGA PA. FG-FGA Pet. FT-FTA Pct. REIB-Avg. AST BS ST PTS-Avg.
1l9!9i 24- 0 208- 8.7 20- 36 .556 0- () .000 14- 31 .452 44-1.8 1 4 4 54- 2.2
1997 23- 4 256-11.1 14- 25 .560 0- 0 .000 6- 17 .353 77-3.3 (i 3 2 34- 1.5

2 Yrs 47- 4 464- 9.8 34- 61 .557 0- 0 .000 20- 48 .416 121-2.6 7 7 6 88- 1.9
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This solid performer showed good versatilit \titi th e rauil ind

skills to play forward or guard with equal effectiveness.... Expected to
be a key reserve, Fletcher has the quickness and the savvy for the
inside which could put him in line for even more playing time this
season....

1996-97: Played 20 games (3 starts) with a 3.7 scoring average and
a 3.0 rebounding norm.... Averaged 13.9 minutes per game and 15.3
minutes per game in league play.....1995-96 (FRESHMAN) Appeared
in eight games.... Scored lone two points of the season versus
Howard.... Played 15 minutes versus South Carolina State....

HIGH SCHOOL :
Member of St.
Raymonds High
School team that won
both the New York
City Championship
and New York State
Title

Fletcher's Greatest Hits
Most Points: 11. vs. North Carolina A&T, 2-3-97
Most Rebounds: 6, vs. South Alabama, 12-7-96;

Hampton, 2-5-97
Most FGM: 4, vs. North Carolina A&T, 2-3-97
Most FGA: 9, vs. South Alabama, 12-7-96
Most FTM: 3, vs. Alabama-Birmingham, 11-27-96
Most FTA: 5. \-s. North Carolina A&T. ' "-

TH NRIS FLT RIL

Yea I'

1996

(;1-(s ti4
8- 0 4

1997 20- 3
2 Yrs 28- 3

Total FGs 3Pt FGs
ns-Avg. F(;-FGA Pc:t. F(;-F(;A Pct. FT-FTA Pd(t.
2-5.2 1- 11 .091 0- 8 .000 0- 3 .000

278-13.9 27- 72 .375 2-
320-11.4 28- 83 .337 2-

9 .222 17- 32 .531

17 .117 17- 35 .485

REB-Avg AST BS ST PTS-Av'.
5-0.6 2 0 4 2- 0.2

59- 3.0 15
64-2.2 17

73- 3.7

75- 2.7

Forwar/Guar
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i nis talented and iercei uaetermined youngster is the epitome of
versatility... He can play a number of spots and has been working hard to
position himself for a larger role in the Rattler scheme this season.... A good
leaper, who can mix it up inside with the big men and handle the ball well
enough to play on the wing, Magee should bear watching in 1997-98...

1996-97: Magee played in 25 games (9 starts), averaged just under 10
minutes per game... Averaged 1.6 points and 1.6 rebounds and shot 77 percent
from the foul line in limited appearances (7 of 9).....1995-96 (FRESHMAN)
Appeared in 21 games.... Had career high of 8 points versus Palm Beach
Atlantic... Had two games of four rebounds versus Morgan State and Auburn...

Magee's Greatest Hits
Most Points: 10, vs. North Carolina A&T, 1-18-97
Most Rebounds: 6, vs. Hampton, 1-4-97
Most FGM: 4, vs. North Carolina A&T, 1-18-97
Most FGA: 9, vs. Auburn, 12-28-96
Most 3ptFGM: 2, vs. Palm Beach Atlantic, 12-4-95
Most 3ptFGA: 4, vs. West Virginia, 11-25-95
Most FTM: 2, vs. Several teams (3)
Most FTA: 3. vs. North Carolina A&T

HIGH SCHOOL:
Averaged 13 points, 8
rebounds, 3 blocks, 1
steal, and 1 assist per
game... Top
Rebounder and
Defensive Plaver for
Jim Hill High...
Earned Athlete of the
Week on Jackson area
o llce....

Total FG(s 3Pt FGs
Year GP-GS Mins-Avg. FG-FGA Pct. FG-FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pet. REB-Avg. AST BS ST PTS-Avg.
1996 21- 0 174- 8.3 12- 49 .245 5- 26 .192 0- 2 .000 20-1.0 4 1 3 29- 1.4
1997 25- 9 236- 9.4 17- 55 .309 0- 1 .000 7- 9 .777 40-1.6 8 1 6 41- 1.6

I C IC--'

H~~~~ illHhSho

60-1.3 12 2 9 70-1.52 Yrs 46- 9 410- 8.9 29- 104 .278 5- 27 .185i 7- 11 .636
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Another junior college star landed by Clayton
and Co., Monroe Pippen, graced with the last
names of two NBA greats (Scottie and Earl), has
shown flashes of brilliance in his own right.....

JUNIOR COLLEGE: This Empire State native
earned JUCO All-America honors for Fulton-
Montgomery Community College, scoring 25
points per game, complemented by 7.0 assists and
6.0 steals....

Pippen shattered over two dozen school records
and led his JUCO club to the 1997 National Junior
College Tournament where he scored a
tournament record 48 points in one game....

A versatile guard, who has great passing skills,
a phenomenal shooting touch and great quickness
and anticipation, Pippen should vie for a starting
role this season in the wide-open guard
situtation.....

r e



A junior college phenom who will immediately
solidify the Rattlers' point guard spot, Bullock should
step right into the spot left open by the graduation of
1996-97 starter Guy Walton....

JUNIOR COLLEGE: Averaged 28 points, 6.0 assists,
4.0 rebounds and 3.0 steals for Newberry CC... Was All-
Academic Achievement Award winner....

HIGH SCHOOL: A first-team all-conference pick, and
first-team all-county, Bullock was the MVP of the City
Championship Tournament... Won the Five-Star Mannion
Award and Was All-Metro Baltimore (honorable
mention).... Averaged 16 points, 7.0 assists, 5.0 rebounds
and 4.0 steals for Bishop McNamara High School in
Baltimore....

Guard li

I __
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Fitzgerald, GeorgiaII ~ H III
* -

A star prepster with impressive talents

and highly-decorated for his play, Scott

should add depth, style and zip to the

Rattlers' backcourt in 1998-99, since a

thumb injury suffered in preseason practice

(surgery was required) has sidelined him for

the season....

HIGH SCHOOL: A 1st team Southwest

Georgia pick, Scott averaged 17 points, 5.0

assists, 7.0 steals and 4.0 rebounds per game

for Fitzgerald High... He was second-team

All-Middle Georgia and District 2-AAA

Player of the Year.... Helped lead his club to

the regional finals in 1997....

I
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A South Florida star prepster who should add some
punch and some flair to the Rattler backcourt corps.... A
left-handed swingman who could play off guard or small

forward, he has already been compared to former FAMU

cage star Reggie Finney, who was both an off guard and
small forward....

A great leaper, who specializes in soaring rim-rattling
slams and has the versatility to shoot from the outside and
run the floor in transition, Green could be one of the
building blocks for the FAMU basketball future....

Averaged 18 points and 10 rebounds per game for
Norland High, earning first-team All-Dade and third-team
All-State honors.... Had 13 points, five (5) rebounds and
four (4) assists in the Dade-Broward All-Star Game in
March 1997....

Green comes from good athletic bloodlines.... His father

is former Miami Dolphins offensive lineman Cleveland
Green and his mother Wanda was a star women's basketball

player at Southern University-Baton Rouge (La.).....

~c, I

Forwar/Guar
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Another sharpshooting zone-buster XwVIo could put some
outside punch in the Rattler offense, Oliver appears primed to
play a more substantial role in the FAMU fortune hunt this
season.... 1996-97: Appeared very sparingly in 19 games,
averaging 0.8 points and and 0.7 boards in 5.4 minutes... Did
can a trio of three-pointers (15 tries), displaying some of his
long-range capabilities.....

HIGH SCHOOL : Four year letterwinner... Played for
legendary coach
Morgan Wooten... Oliver's Greatest Hits
Orchestrated 31-5 Most Points: 4, vs. Dayton, 11-30-96

record as point guard... Most Rebounds: 2, vs. Several teams (4)
Most FGM: 1, vs. Several teams (5)

Member of Most FGA: 6, vs. Dayton, 11-30-96
Washington, D.C. Most 3pFGM: 1, vs. Several teams (3)

Catholic Athletic Most 3pFGA: 4, vs. Dayton, 11-30-96
Conference... Most FTM: 1, vs. Several teams (3)

Most FTA: 3. vs. Dayton. 11-30-96

TH RNKOIERFL

Total FG( ; 3it Etis
Year (;P-tiS Mins-Avg. FG-I (iA Pct. FG-FGA Pct. FT-FTA PUJ. REB-Avg. AS'T BS ST PTS-Avg.
1997 19- 0 103- 5.4
1 Yr 19- 0 103- 5.4

26 .192 3-

26 .192 3-
15 .200

15 .200

22

5 .600 13-0.7 4
5 .600 13-0.7 4

0 4 16- 0.8
0 4 16- 0.8

I
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mins potential outsite sharpshooter has shown signs of
improvement from hard off-season work and should be a key
role player with down-the-road potential to play on a regular
basis.... 1996-97: He canned nine (9) treys last season (32
attempts), shooting 33.3 percent from the floor... He averagd
1.7 points per game and 0.8 rebounds.... HIGH SCHOOL:
Shot 48% from three point range... Averaged 18 points per

game... Shot 87%
Grant's Greatest Hits from the free throw
Most Points: 8. vs. UMES, 1-11-97 line... Son of former
Most Rebounds: 3, vs. Several teams All-American guard
Most FGM: 3, vs. UMES, 1-11-97
Most FGA: 6, vs. UMES, 1-11-97 Travis Grant II, who
Most 3PtFGM: 2, vs. UMES, 1-11-97 led Division II in
Most 3PtFGA: 4, vs. Holy Cross, 11-23-96; scoring in 1972 with

UMES, 1-11-97 39.5 scoring average
Most FTM: 2, vs. Hampton, 1-4-97 for Kentucky State
Most FTA: 2, vs. Hampton, 1-14-97,

Copmin State. 1-25-97

Total FIGs 31P EGs
Year GP-(;S Mins-Avg. (;-FGA Pct. FG-IGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. REB-Avg. AST BS ST PTS-Avg.
1997 25- 1 202- 8.1 1(- 48 .333 9- 32 .281 2- 4 .500 210.8 11 0 7 43- 1.7
1 Yr 25- 1 202- 8.1 16- 48 .333 9- 32 .281 2- 4 .500 21-0.8 11 0 7 43- 1.7

I
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, 1COn May 2,
1997, a dream

\-as realized,
Michael
Mickey'

J lavton, a
second
generation
Rattler

Basketballeor earned what literally could be
considered a battlefield promotion upon being
named permanent men's basketball coach at Florida
A&M University.

And the road to that battlefield promotion was
one filled with days and nights of frustration and
uncertainty as Clayton fought to hold true to the
vision of the Rattler Basketball program as it once
was - during the times of his father Mack in the
1950s and his own playing days in the mid 1970s.

Getting the current program, whose fortunes had
sagged to the depths of Division One basketball after
a nifty run of success in the late 1980s and early
1990s, back to a competitive level Xwould be a
daunting task for anyone.

But Clayton may indeed be the man for the job.
In 1977, then-President Walter L. Smith asked

Clayton, who was working at the school as a
counselor, to take on the building of the women's
basketball program at FAMU into a viable entity.

With virtually no recruiting budget and little more
than a small stipend to speak of, Clayton took it
upon himself to develop a network of contacts to
help in recruiting. He travelled near and far in his
personal car and at his own expense to build the
Rattlerettes into one of the most formidable and
feared programs in Division One.

A\s omen's coa(:h for 13 seasons. the energetic

Florida A&M '75 * Third Year
mentor who hails from Melbourne, Florida,
compiled a 199-138 record with two 20-win seasons
and seven seasons of 18 or more victories.

His finest season was the 1985-86 campaign when
his club won a Division One best 13 straight games,
capturing the New
South Women's
Conference regular
season and tournament
titles.

Clavton's women's
teams were known for
their uptempo offensive
style which was fueled
in large part by their
dizzying array of
defensive schemes
ranging from intense
man-to-man sets to
various pressure and
trapping sets.

His women's clubs
scared the living
daylights out of the
women's basketball
elite, upsetting the likes
of Auburn, Mississippi
State, Miami and
Florida State, while
challenging the likes of
Georgia and Louisiana
Tech during his tenure.

For his efforts,
Clayton was enshrined
in the Florida A&M
University Sports Hall
ofl Famne in 1!)6. alongi

THE CLAYTON FILE
At Florida A&M Universitv

As Women's Coach
Year Record
1977-78 4- 15
1978-79 14- 11
1979-80 18- 11
1980-81 18- 11
1981-82 18- 11
1982-83 15- 11
1983-84 19- 8
1984-85 19- 9
1985-86 21- 8
1986-87 16- 13
1987-88 21- 9
1988-89 11- 17
1989-90 5- 4

13 Years 199- 138

As Men's Coach
Year Record

1995-96 2- 6
1996-97 8- 19
1997-98 0- 0
2 Years 10- 25

Career Record
16 Years+ 209- 163
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classmates get a chance to see
him.

"Some of them hadn't seen each
other since they left FAMU and
that part of it - the time spent with
him -made it all worthwhile," Clayton
reflected.

As he prepares for his first season as
permanent coach, Clayton has had
time to reflect on those who were most
influential on him as a coach.

"Being a graduate of FAMU, it is easy
for me to explain to the players some
of the traditions that make Rattler
Basketball so special. Like reviving the
attitude that our 1972 team had when
they made a pact to not lose at home
after our coach (Edward "Rockjaw"
Ogelsbv) had died.

"One of the reasons we use the south
goal in the second half to this day is
because it was under that goal or on
that side of the gym where his
(Oclsbhy's) bodv was (duriin ther
ii > Il . \ ] \ ' ; i t t I',i i> i €l

luck for us," Clayton recalls.
"Coach Ogels)y believed in an

uptempo game offensively and that's
where a lot of my own philosophy
came from.... Coach Ajac Triplett
(Ogelsby's eventual successor) was a
great bench coach, who really made
good adjustments during the game.

"uch of the pressure defenses I
learned from Rick Pitino (he attended
New York Knicks' summer camps and
studied tapes and other materials
extensively) and my man-to-man stuff I
took from Bobby Knight.'" Clayton
explains.

During his days as women's coach,
the FAMU crowds used to be some of
the most vocal in their support of the
Rattlerettes and they proved to be a big
advantage to his teams during those
years. Does he see a similar type of
support building for his regime?

"For the most part. people have been
supportivi. Fans have stopped me in11w w.,, , t M>1 il ,th t u( lil I ,h

'Hang in there Mickey. We knoX it's
onlh' a matter of time until you get
things the way they need to be.' But I
don't figure they'll really get behind us
emotionally until we prove that we're a
never say die team, that won't give up.

That's what won the fans over to
our women's teams -our never say die
attitude," Clayton says.
Now that his dream deferred -being

men's coach at FAMU - is now a dream
realized, what his his ultimate goal for
the program, besides winning of
course: "I would like for FAMU to be
the first historically Black college to
reach the Sweet 16, it would be a big
step toward winning a national title
and it would be something no team has
ever done." Clayton says.

To reach that level of success, the
Rattlers' mindset must, according to
Clayton include a measure of
expectancy. "We have to get back to the
wa' we 1wre traditionallv at FAMI .

I'tlol i :( :h Nlitkex C(layton (center) gies istruc(tions to FAi lE team during time ut in th i \aid
Iast'rn Athletic Col( it 1n:h t Tour imellt first-rounid game against 13ethne-(ookman last March.



CLEMON JOHNSON
Assistant Coach
Florida A&M '81 * First Year

The all-time rebounding leader in FAMU
history, Clemon "C.J." Johnson rejoined his old
college basketball teammate, Mickey Clayton in
his building of Rattler Basketball into a
nationally competitive program.

Johnson, a native of nearby Monticello, Florida, came on board
Clayton's staff in the summer, after serving as head boys' basketball coach
at Quincy (Fla.) Shanks High School for three years (1995, 1996, 1997).

He returned to the Big Bend area after a long professional basketball
career which spanned 15 years in the NBA and the Italian League.
Drafted by the Portland Trailblazers in 1978, Johnson also played with
Indiana (1979-83); the Philadelphia 76ers (1983-86), coming on board in
time for their World title run with Julius Erving in 1983; Seattle
Supersonics (1986-88) and from 1988 to 1993 in Italy.

Before assuming the head coaching job at Quincy Shanks, Johnson
was an assistant boys coach at his prep alma mater, Florida A&M High
School for one season (1994-95).

Johnson had 1,494 career rebounds at FAMU (1975-78) and still holds
single-season (412 in 1977-78) and single-game (25, vs. Morris Brown, 2-
9-76). He also averaged 12.3 points per game during his career, ranking
among the school's top 15 scorers all time. He holds a bachelor's degree
in Economics from FAMU (1981).

r



RONNIE BRYANT
Assistant Coach

, Florida International '88 . First Year

A former standout backcourt ace for Florida
International University, Bryant will bring an
high level of enthusiasm and experience to both
coaching and recruiting duties here at Florida
A&M.

Bryant's backcourt expertise as a player will
be definite plus for Coach Clayton's rebuilding schemes and his familiarity
with the junior college and high school scene will be extremely helpful,in the
recruiting arena.

The South Florida native has a bachelor's degree in management from FIU
and a masters' degree in sports management from the United States Sports
Academy.

He came to Florida A&M from Broward Community College in Coconut
Creek, Florida, where he had served in a varied number of roles, including
men's head basketball coach from 1995 through this past winter.

_I I I L I L



AKIMA ABRAKATA
Head Athletic Trainer
Coordinator of Sports Medicine
Lincoln (Mo,) '85 * 9th Season at FAMU

Ms. Abrakata ascended to the role of Head Athletic Trainer at
Florida A&M University, in July 1994, having been an integral part of
the FAMU Sports Medicine staff since 1988.

A native of Nigeria, West Africa, Ms. Abrakata was a former track All-America at Lincoln (Mo.)
University in both 1981 and 1982, performing in the javelin and high jump. She graduated from
Lincoln with a B.S. in Health and Physical Education in 1985, She obtained a master's in Sports
Medicine, from the United States Sports Academy in Mobile, Alabama and received her formal
certification as an athletic trainer by the National Athletic Trainers' Association (NATA) in Novem-
ber 1993.

She began her sports medicine career at the University of South Alabama as a graduate assistant
trainer (1987-88), before coming to Florida A&M in the fall of 1988 to fill a similar role for one year,
Ms. Abrakata was then elevated to Assistant Athletic Trainer in August of 1989,

Prior to her promotion to Head Athletic Trainer in 1994, she had twice served as the interim
head athletic trainer in the 1989-90 school year and again in the winter and spring of 1993-94.

TOMMY RAY
Graduate Assistant

Trainer
Men's Basketball

M





-7'l llqI';lllm

34

'.iTlll l

i 
I IIIT



December 3 O.t Tallaha.s
Location: Lynchburg, VA
Conference: Big South
Nickname: Flames

0Homecourt: Vines Center (9,000)
Head Coach: Jeff Meyer

Reco.. DSU~ 0 1st .. : D... Record at LU. 259-206, 16 years
e y Lo ~ ~ ~ Career Record: 259-206, 16 years

1996-97 Record: 23-9
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Location: Baltimore, MD . R ..r.
Conference: Mid-Eastern AthietATEK s F m ri a G .
Nickname: Eagles.
Homecourt: Coppin Center (3,000
Head Coach: Ron "Fang" Mitch5822
Record at CSC: 205-120, 11 year

aryeerRecord: 205-120 11 yea s
1996-97 Record: 22-9
Key Returnees: G Antoine Brocki ton F /C, ~

Kareem Lewis; G Danny Singletic
Warwick E
Basketball SID: David Popham 00
SID Office Phone: (410) 383-5642Q D a th S: (4105 0 r)3 -11 R. 4...

1996-97 Record 22 January31 at Bltimor

Key eturees G non rcigo;FC ain atmrM

Kaee ews G~ Dan igear;GFFe Jacnum:Bary.s tTalh
Warwick Ho Nckmeut Baiso eCt CGm(,0)
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10ea m Division One League Founded In 1910 .
Established in 1970, the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference, is

made up of 10 schools with a common purpose - that of pursuing
competitive excellence on the NCAA Division One level.

Guided by Commissioner Charles Harris, the MEAC has seen its'

overall competitive level improve in
recent years to the point that eight sports
(football, baseball, men's basketball,
men's tennis, women's volleyball,
women's basketball, women's tennis and
women's softball) will be sending teams
to NCAA championship play this school
year.

The league is in its' 27th year of
operation, and member schools include

CHARLES HARRIS Bethune-Cookman College (Daytona
Commissioner Beach, Fla.), Coppin State College

(Baltimore, Md.), Delaware State College (Dover, Del.), Florida
A&M University (Tallahassee, Fla.),
Hampton University (Hampton, Va.), Howard University
(Washington, D.C.), the University of Maryland at Eastern Shore
(Princess Anne, Md.), Morgan State University (Baltimore, Md.)
Norfolk State University (Norfolk, Va.), North Carolina A&T State
University (Greensboro, N.C.) and South Carolina State University
(Orangeburg, S.C.).

The league's tournament title winner receives an automatic bid
into the NCAA Division One Tournament and several years. the
conference had sent a representative to the National Invitational
Tournament.

After a bit of a nomadic existence the past three years
(Baltimore, Tallahassee, Norfolk), the MEAC Tournament has found
a home for the next three years - Richmond, Virginia. Both the
men's and women's tournaments will be staged in this basketball
hotbed.

Coppin State College has been the dominant men's program in
the 1990s, winning or sharing eight of the last nine regular season
MIEAC titles nild \ hie rein S the defending regular season
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Florida A&M's men's basketball has always played second fiddle to football, a program which
has brought national attention to the university's athletic endeavors.

Still, men's basketball has its' own distinctive tradition, dating from its' formative years.
In those early days, basketball was played outdoors, Weather and seating problems, among others,

limited attendance for the games, thus causing the game to develop slowly in popularity and player

In 1930. Intramural basketball and the annual State High
School Tournament were inaugurated by FAMU Athletic
Director W. McKinley King and faculty member Albert S, Parks.,

By 1932, the old college chapel had been remodeled.
becoming the school's first gymnasium, seating 700.

The first college game in the new gym was against
Alabama State Teachers' College (now Alabama State
IUniversit.), McKinley and his successor, Theodore "Ted"
Wright, are credited with the advent and development of
basketball at FAMU.

As the years passed, the FAMU basketball program became
stronger and by the 1950's, it had become a success stor\ all its'

Legendary coach Ed Ogelsby talks
strategy with aces Jesse Daniels OW1,
(left) and Chugg Caldwell (cen-
ter) in 1965-66 game. In 1952, probably

the singular moment of
success for Rattler Basketball came in the finals of the Southern
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Tournament,

Florida A&M captured the tournament title, with just four
players -Thomas Hogan, Willie Irvin, Charlie White and John
Cuyler -left due to foul outs, The "Famed Final Four," as
they've come to be known, played the final 13-plus minutes
(including two overtimes), besting Alabama State, 71-67, on
their homecourt, for the crown, Edward "Rock" Ogelsby

Coach Edward "Rock" (or Rockjaw) Ogelsbv, is considered FAMU's Basketball Coaching Legend



the greatest mentor in the school's basketball history. Ogelsby compiled an impressive 386-132
record at FAMU from 1950 through 1972, winning 13 SIAC
titles,

After Ogelsbv's death in 1972, the program continued to
flourish under Wendell Meeks (17-9 in 1973) and Ajac

W Triplett (115-52 from 1973 to 1979).
Other than a 17-11 record in 1980-81, FAMU came up

A' snakeves in Division One under James "Josh" Giles (1980-83)
S and Anthony Fields (1983-84).

qwt ,In fact, FAMU didn't have another winning season until
1987-88, then they posted a 22-8 record under coach Willie
Booker, then in his fourth season.

That started a string of five straight winning seasons,
.- which featured four second-place finishes in the last six years

of Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference play; four tournament
All-Str forwrd Leonrd King finals berths during the same half-decade, highlighted by aAll-Star forward Leonard Kin- o

fires from top of key against tournament championship in 1991.
archrival Bethune-Cookman. But Booker, who compiled a 137-125 mark in nine

seasons, was replaced following the 1993-94 season by
Ronald "Ron" Brown, whlo in three seasons (1994-96) compiled a 15-58 record.

Brown was relieved in February of 1996, with former Rattler Mickey Clayton (Class of '75)
taking the reins.

Named the permanent head coach in May 1997, Clayton
piloted FAMU to a 10-25 record, but an 8-10 MEAC record
in 1996-97, good for fifth place, the Rattler finish in five
years.

Clayton, an energetic visionary who fashioned the
FAMU Women's basketball program into one of the nation's
most feared teams from 1977 to 1990, has dreams to
returning the Rattlers to their former glory.

Rattler Basketball has yielded several star-caliber
players: 1940's sharpshooter Samuel Hearns; former . .
Harlem Globetrotters Tommy Mitchell and Lerov "Spike"
Gibson (who later played in the NBA): Former Indiana
Pacer Al Lawson, Sr., CBA star scorer Waite Bellamy; All-
America guard Aldwin Ware, who led the nation in steals in
1988; and All-America forward DeLon Turner, the school's
number two scorer and number three rebounder; and center

Stellar swingman Reoie Finn ovesClemon Johnson, the school's all-time rebounder, who basket before critical free throw in
played professionally in the NBA and in Europe. 1991 MEAC Tournament title game
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DELON TURNER LEONARD KING TERRY GILES CLENION JOHNSON
France, Israel Europe, Australia Australia, New Zealand NBA, Italy

Based On Available Information Only * Updated Information Welcome

Player League/Team

Bellamy, Waite ........................................... Continental League (CBA), 1964-70

Black, Sean ......................................................... European League, 1997-98

D avis, R icky ......................................................................... .. Europe, 1995-96

Finney, Reginald .................................... Continental League (CBA), 1992-94

G ibson, Lerov ................................................................. H arlem G lobetrotters

Syracuse Nationals (NBA)

Giles, Terry .................................... Australia, New Zealand, 1990-94

Johnson, Clemon ................................................. Portland Trailblazers (1978)

Indiana Pacers (1979-83)

Philadelphia 76ers (1983-86)

Seattle Supersonics (1986-88)

Italian League (1988-93)

King, Leonard ....................................................... Europe. A ustralia, 1989-93

Law son , A lfred ......................................................................... . In diana Pacers

M itchell, Tom m ie ........................................................... H arlem Globetrotters

Turner, DeLon .................. European League (France), 1993-94

Israel, 1994-96

W are. A ldw in ............................................................ Charlotte H ornets (1988)
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1995 (0-1)
Delaware State 100, FAMU 73

1996 (0-1)
South Carolina State 79, FAMU 58

1997 (0-1)
Bethune-Cookman 70. FAMU 61

RATTLERS vs. MEAC
In Conference Tournament

15-14 * Since 1980
W- L I

iCarolina Central ...... *1- 0 1.
vare State ................ 6- 1
in State (Md.) ........... 2- 1
aii State (I.)........... 2- 1

3CT.
000
857
667
667

tBettmne-(,okinii (1,11.) ....-..

Howard (D.C.) ............. 1- 2 .3
South Carolina State.......... 1- 3 .2
North Carolina A&T .......... 1- 4 .2
Maryland-Eastern Shore ..... 0- 1 .
TOTALS....................... 15- 14 .5

I'lforfiet. 1980

FAMU'S BEST
MEAC TOURNAMENT

FINISHES
Place (No.) Yea
First (1) ............................. 199
Second (3)........... 1988, 1989, 1993
Third (2) .................... 1980, 198

0(0
.33
:50
:00
00
17

irs
1i
'2

.1

Coach Willie Booker (center), who coachedl florida A&NI fromn 19~85 to I 993 gives the Rattlers
instructions during a timeout in a game during the 1987-88 campaign.
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university, public higher
education system in Florida.

The 1980's served as a model
for productive development for

Florida A&M University, Under
the Walter L Smith
administration (1977-85), the
University grew to eleven

loriOa ARM unliversi
I~ II;;;; I;; II;-: ;;;;;;; ;;;;
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schools and colleges, plus a
Division of Graduate Studies,
Research and Continuing
Education.

By 1984, the University was
granted the authority to offer
its' first Doctor of Philosophy
degree, the Ph.D. in
Pharmacology, while
construction and renovation
projects during the 1980s
amounted to more than S34
million.

Florida A&M consists of 13
colleges and schools of study,
offering over 50 degrees
ranging from bachelors' and
masters' to a limited number of
doctoral programs.

The University features
Colleges of Arts and Sc:ieces.

I

School of Business and Industry

I

~ rrr~lll II ;;1; -p~~- I''



Education, Engineering
Sciences, Technology and
Agriculture, Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences and a
joint Engineering College with
Florida State University.

Schools of study within the
University include Allied
Health Sciences, Architecture,
Business and Industry, General
Studies, Graduate Studies,
Research and Continuing
Education, Journalism, Media
and Graphic Arts, Nursing and
the Environmental Sciences
Institute.

At present, under the
administration of Frederick S.
Humphries (since 1985),
enrollment has soared
;t!"in~im ' !!! i w 10,000

mark (fall 1992) and the
University is now leading the
the nation in attracting
National Merit Scholars.

Under thuw (,iVn iiic

leadership of Humphries, a
magna cum laude graduate
(1957), Florida A&M is moving
forward into its' second

Carnegie Library -Home of fiorida Black Archives
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University President
Frederick S. Humphries has the dual distinction of not only being the

eighth president of Florida A&M University, but in 1997-98, he also
enters the 12th sear of his tenure,

He is a man with vision, possessing outstanding experience as an
educator, and a determination and commitment to the pursuit of aca-
demic excellence.

A native of Apalachicola, Florida, he graduated magna cum laude,
from Florida A&M in chemistry in 1957. He was awarded the Ph.D.

degree in physical chemistry by the University of Pittsburgh in 1964,
His achievements at Florida A&M are numerous, including overseeing

the school's expansion to a student body of just under 11,000: awarding the school's first Ph.D. degree; heading the
drive to lead the nation in the recruitment of National Merit Scholars; spearheading the school's efforts to increase
grants and funding to its' numerous academic programs and leading the university to Time Magazine/Princeton
Review's "Collee of the Year" honors in the Fall of 1997.

Director of Athletics
In 1986, Ken Riley, a favorite son of Florida A&M, responded to the call to

service of his alma mater and has responded with 11 years of energy, dedica-
tion and hard work toward taking the university's athletic program to a
higher level.

In the summer of 1994, he was afforded that ultimate opportunity when
he was promoted to Director of Athletics, a role he has served with distinc-
tion for the past three years.

His current role as CEO of FAMU Athletics is an ongoing challenge which
is drawing upon all his varied life experiences as an administrator, coach and
student-athlete. He oversees the operations of a 17-sport, multi-million dollar
NCAA Division One program, which has been the finest in the Mid-Eastern

Athletic Conference over muich of the past 10 years.
As head football coach at FAMU from 1986 to 1993, the Rattlers posted a 48-39-2 mark, with two Mid-Eastern Athletic

Conference titles (1988,1990), and three seasons of NCAA Division 1-AA Top 20 finishes (1988, 1990, 1992), He was
named MEAC Coach of the Year in 1988, 1990 and Black College Coach of the Year (1988) bv Atlanta's 100 Percent Wrong
Club.

Riley is a 1969 honors graduate, in Health and Physical Education. Riley was a Rhodes Scholarship nominee, who
iu m M at i i mn a tli: n Administration from thle IUiversity of North Florida,
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Senior Woman Administrator
Associate AD for Business and Finance

An integral part of Florida A& l's athletic administration for the past nine
xVears, Ms. Jones continues to bring a winning combination of innovative
thinking, hard work and enthusiasm to her demanding dual role as the
department's chief financial officer and its' primary women's administrator.

She aptly coordinates event and fiscal operations throughout the school
year, working closely with the department's business, ticket and concessions
managers assuring a smooth operation.

A native of Plant City, Florida, Ms. Jones also holds the role of primary women's administvator in the FAMNI
Athletic Department, supervising the women's sports programs.

Jones came to FAMU Athletics in 1987. serving as Athletic Business Manager. She was promoted in 1989 to
Assistant Athletic Director for Business and Finance, before being elevated to her current spot as Associate Ath-
letic Director in the spring of 1992.

A graduate of Florida State University in Accounting, Ms. Jones also holds a masters' degree in Athletic Admin-
istration from Florida A&M University,

She was an internal auditor for six years, five at Florida A&M, before joining the Athletic Department staff.

HERBERT BAILEY
Athletic Business

Manager

LILLIAN HAGINS
Administrative
Assistant to AD

JONATHAN EVANS
NCAA Compliance

and Facilities Director

RHONDA HESTER
Athletic Ticket
Sales \lanaer

ALVIN HOLLINS
Asst,. Athletic Director
for Communications

GLENlXET'IA HOOKS
Athletic Secretary

(Cx nthia Jones)

CHERRY McKAY
Academic Services

Coordinator

MARY R LEE
Men's Basketball

Secretary

DEXTER MARTIN
Director of Marketing

and l)evelopment

ROBIN WALLACE
Athletic Secretary

(Ken Riler)
I_ U
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Home of Florida AbM Basketball

Built in 1963, The Jake Gaither
Athletic Center was named in honor
of one of college football's great
coaches, the late Hall of Fame mentor
Alonzo Smith "Jake" Gaither.

Gaither Athletic Center actually
encompasses the equivalent of over a
quarter mile of real estate on the
southwestern corner of the Florida
A&M campus.

Designed for use by both athletics
and physical education, the original
facility consisted of a gymnasium for
basketball, volleyball, activity classes
and intramural events; an office cen-

ter for the Health, Physical Education
and Recreation department, instruc-
tors, coaches and athletic administra-
tion as well as classrooms.

The basketball facility, located on
the northernmost corner of the com-
plex, seats 3,365 fans.

Other facilities in the Gaither Cen-
ter area include an eight-lane, all-
weather track complex; a recently-
expanded regulation 12-court tennis
arena; an Olympic swimming and
diving pool, complete with office and
lockeroom accomodations and a
women's softball stadium.
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